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Affection 


Author's Notes: 
| hope you enjoy the fluff! 


It was a quiet afternoon which seemed rather odd to the bass player of Guns n Roses. He did enjoy the quiet 
but he had gotten so used to his bandmates blasting loud music and running around the apartment. 

He lit a cigarette as he walked to the living room to see what the others were up to. He came across Axl and 
Izzy napping on the couch so he ventured onward where he found Slash sitting on the floor across from the 
bathroom door which was closed. The tall blonde leaned against the wall and looked down at his friend. 

"Hey, what's up?" 


Slash looked up at him through his dark locks. 


"Steven won't come out of the bathroom" 


This set off alarm bells in Duff's head as he handed Slash his cigarette to knock on the door. 
"Steven? Stevie? You gonna come out?" 

He heard a muffled no. 

"Oh wow, knocking, why didn't | think of that?" 

Duff rolled his eyes at him as he slumped down and sat opposite him. 

"What happened?" 

Slash shrugged as he took a drag from Duff's cigarette. 

"He's been in there all mornin! don't know how to get him out" 

Duff moved over to sit next to Slash, lighting another cigarette. 


They just sat there, smoking and then just staring at the door until eventually the drummer unlocked it and 
slowly walked out, his head hanging down. They stood up and inspected him. 


"Hey, you okay?" 
He wouldn't look up. 


"Steven, talk to us." 


The smaller blonde backed away from the pair as he looked up. They could tell he'd been crying. He was trying 
to smile but his lips quivered. 


‘Im fine! Really, llm just tired!" 


He quickly rushed off back to his room and locked the door. Duff and Slash walked back to the living room. Izzy 


was awake and Axl was just waking up. 

"Guys, we need to talk. About Steven 

"Mm, what about him?" Axl stretched and sat up. 

"He was in the bathroom all morning, crying. Did something happen?" 


Izzy thought for a moment. 


"Not that | know of..." 

The four of them sat there in silence for a while. 

"Maybe he's just having a bad day. Like Axl has sometimes." Slash suggested. 
Axl kicked him. 

"Hey, a lot of people have bad days!" 

"Alright! Geeze..well, what are we supposed to do?" 

"Lets show him how much we appreciate him" 

Everyone looked at Duff. 

"How do we do that?" 

"|.don't know. Maybe just, tell him. That it's okay. And that he can talk to us." 
The others nodded in agreement. 


Steven stayed in his room for the rest of the day and didn't come out until the morning. Duff was the first 


one to wake up so he cooked breakfast for everyone. 

"Morning sunshine!" 

"Morning." He was smiling as he poured himself some coffee. 

"Hey, Steven?" 

He looked up at Duff who was looking back with a heartbreaking look He engulfed the smaller blonde in a tight 
hug. It wasn't a regular hug, it was an overwhelming kind of hug, the kind of hug that says "hey, I'm here for 


you", almost bringing Steven to tears. He hugged the taller blonde back. 


Steven sniffed and Duff held his face in his hands as he kissed him on his forehead. They sat down together 
and ate breakfast, waiting for the others to get up. 


Axl was the next to get up and walked over to Steven who was sitting on the couch hugging his knees. 
"Hey, uh..how are you?" 


Steven gave him a puzzled look. 


‘lm good. How are you, Axl?" 


He sat down next to him, thinking of what he could do to make him understand that he's here for him. He 
looked at Steven who still looked quite puzzled and leaned in, kissing him on the cheek. Steven blinked several 
times, unsure if that actually just happened. He looked at Axl who wouldn't look at him. 


"We love you man" 

He ruffled the blonde's hair and then walked into the kitchen to grab breakfast. Steven didn't know what to 
make of this but he couldn't help but smile. He made himself comfortable on the couch as Izzy came walking in 
next. 

"Hey, feeling better?" 

The drummer nodded as he sat down beside him. 

Izzy eyed him carefully before kissing his nose. He wasn't sure what possessed him to do that, he could have 
shown his appreciation for his dear friend another way but it seemed right. 

"Is okay to have bad days." 

Now Steven really was going to cry. Izzy smiled at him before heading over to the kitchen as well to join Axl. 
Steven grabbed a pillow to cover his face as he cried. He still felt vulnerable and raw from his crying fit 
yesterday and now he was so overwhelmed, he felt like his heart would burst at any minute. 

"Steven?" 

He removed the pillow from his face to see Slash kneeling beside him. 

‘Sorry.| don't know why. These are happy tears though!" 

Slash sat on the couch and held the blonde's trembling body close to him. He clung to Slash. Once he'd settled 
down he moved to Slash's lap, still holding onto each other. Slash looked down at him and caressed his cheek 
before brushing his lips lightly against his. 


"You know you can always come to us if you need to talk." 


Steven just nodded, taking several deep breaths to calm his nerves as he closed his eyes. Slash kissed him 


again and again and then he kissed him all over his face until Steven laughed. 
"Thank you." 


They smiled fondly at each other. 


Duff cleared his throat to get their attention. 
"Mind if we join you?" 


Steven was sure his heart would burst now as they all piled on top of them, only slightly crushing them. The 


apartment was loud once more with laughter and cursing. 


